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IMPORTANT

NUMBERS

Adoption Preservation

     1-800-671-0300

Child Care Connection

     1-800-421-4371

Crisis Intervention

     1-800-345-9049

DCFS Advocacy Office

     1-800-232-3798

DCFS Hotline

     (Child Abuse/Neglect)    

      1-800-252-2873 

DCFS Training

      1-877-800-3393

DCFS Youth Hotline

     1-800-232-3798

FamilyCore

     309-676-2400

Inspector General’s Office

     (Foster Parent Hotline)

     1-800-722-9124

Missing Kids Unit Hotline

     1-866-503-0184
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Upcoming Training Events

Counseling & Family Services Support Group

       Tuesday, May 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

       Annual Appreciation Picnic at Detweiler Park
       Call Theresa Klein at 923-8941 to RSVP       

DCFS Training – Module 4 Sexual Development of       
      Children and Responding to Sexual Abuse (9 hours)

      Thursdays, April 22, 29 and May 5, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Proctor Hospital-Professional Building Classroom 3
      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)
      Mondays, June 7 and 14, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Lutheran Social Services
      3000 West Rohmann, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

Adoptive Families Together-Relationship Enhancement

      Retreat  (14 hours)

      April 30-May 2, 2010

      Country Inn and Suites, Galena, Illinois
     Retreats are free and open to couples who have adopted,                    

      taken guardianship or are working towards adoption or 
      guardianship of a foster child.  
      Relationship Enhancement Retreats are interactive and 
      cover topics such as: Communication, Commitment, 
      Friendship, Expectations and Conflict Resolution.

      For more information, please call Ann Seigel at 


	
	


                                                                                           �


Children who are wards of the state qualify for free lunches and are not required to pay book fees.  There is paperwork that you will need to fill out at your local school.  





April 1, 2011 saw a change in the Illinois School Code for self carry asthma mediations.  Children are now allowed to self administer medications for asthma, specifically quick reliever asthma inhalers and Epinephrine auto-injectors.  Written consents from both the parent/guardian and physician are required to be given to the school.  The DCFS Consent for Ordinary and Routine Medical and Dental Care must be provided to the child’s school in order to satisfy the parent/guardian requirement. 





If your child was experiencing difficulty during the last school year, but no services were put in place, consider requesting an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  By requesting an evaluation for an IEP at the beginning of the new school year you are should have any necessary assistance before too much of the year has gone by.  It is important that you put your request into writing and list a few of your concerns.  





There are activities for which you as the foster parent are allowed to sign permission slips.  Please refer to your Foster Parent Handbook for a list of activities you are allowed to sign for.  The list can be found in Section 8 Rights and Responsibilities, pages 17-19.  





All children in the state of Illinois must be in compliance with physical, vision, dental, and immunization requirements in order to attend school. Physical exams are required for students entering kindergarten, sixth, and ninth grade.  Dental exams are required for students entering kindergarten, second, and sixth grade.  A vision test is required for students entering kindergarten.  





If you are employed outside of the home and require child care for your student before and after school DCFS pays for these programs.  Please consult with your school and complete all necessary paperwork before the beginning of school.  





Child care during school breaks can be particularly stressful.  Check your school’s schedule and then look into programs offered by local churches, recreation centers or clubs.  Early application can ensure your child’s participation.  Again these programs are covered by DCFS child care payments.      





Continued on page 2











                   It is Back to School Time


                     Submitted by Tina Frier








Whether you love or hate back to school time information can help make the transition back into school a little easier.
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FamilyCore Support Group


       Topic: Car Seat Safety


       Tuesday, September 13, 6:00-8:00 p.m.


       NOTE DATE CHANGE


       FamilyCore


       330 SW Washington, Peoria


       Please RSVP to Andrea, Morgan or Tina at 676-2400


       Child Care Available


       Main dish provided, bring a dish to share





DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)


      Mondays, September 19 & 26, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register





DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)


      Mondays, October 27 and November 3, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register          





DCFS Training – Reunification (3 hours)


      Tuesday, August 30, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register





DCFS Training – Module 12 Understanding and Promoting Pre-Teen and Teen Development (6 hours)


      Saturday, September 24, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 and 


      1:00-4:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register











Please remember that 16 hours of training is required for renewal.  It is your responsibility to attain these hours.  








UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS





Break the Boredom Activity


Submitted by Morgan Smith





With summer winding down and the heat forcing us to look for indoor activities here is one that should make everyone smile.  





Cookie Cutter Glitters - Pull out the construction paper, glue, glitter, stickers and cookie cutters. Kids can trace around the cookie cutter shapes, spread glue over the shape and decorate with glitter and stickers. This can be a messy craft, so be prepared with a disposable table cloth and garbage can for scraps. Using a vacuum with a hose attachment is a much easier method of cleaning up glitter than a broom.





Back to School (continued)





FamilyCore offers an after school program housed at the Forrest Hill Outreach Program. Transportation is provided by the Outreach workers.  





If your child is suspended from school a respite program is offered.  A child will spend the suspension period at the Forrest Hill Outreach Program being tutored and assisted with home work.  





Both of these programs are free of charge to foster parents.  To access these programs please consult with your child’s caseworker.  





Another great resource offered by FamilyCore is that of school liaison Gail Schachette.  If you have questions about your child’s academic progress Gail is available to discuss the issue and assist you with any available resources.  You can leave a message for Gail at 309-676-2400.  





If you need assistance with any of these areas please call your child’s caseworker or consult your Family Development Specialist.  
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