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IMPORTANT

NUMBERS

Adoption Preservation

     1-800-671-0300

Child Care Connection

     1-800-421-4371

Crisis Intervention

     1-800-345-9049

DCFS Advocacy Office

     1-800-232-3798

DCFS Hotline

     (Child Abuse/Neglect)    

      1-800-252-2873 

DCFS Training

      1-877-800-3393

DCFS Youth Hotline

     1-800-232-3798

FamilyCore

     309-676-2400

Inspector General’s Office

     (Foster Parent Hotline)

     1-800-722-9124

Missing Kids Unit Hotline

     1-866-503-0184
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Upcoming Training Events

Counseling & Family Services Support Group

       Tuesday, May 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

       Annual Appreciation Picnic at Detweiler Park
       Call Theresa Klein at 923-8941 to RSVP       

DCFS Training – Module 4 Sexual Development of       
      Children and Responding to Sexual Abuse (9 hours)

      Thursdays, April 22, 29 and May 5, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Proctor Hospital-Professional Building Classroom 3
      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)
      Mondays, June 7 and 14, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Lutheran Social Services
      3000 West Rohmann, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

Adoptive Families Together-Relationship Enhancement

      Retreat  (14 hours)

      April 30-May 2, 2010

      Country Inn and Suites, Galena, Illinois
     Retreats are free and open to couples who have adopted,                    

      taken guardianship or are working towards adoption or 
      guardianship of a foster child.  
      Relationship Enhancement Retreats are interactive and 
      cover topics such as: Communication, Commitment, 
      Friendship, Expectations and Conflict Resolution.

      For more information, please call Ann Seigel at 


	
	


What would you do?


Written by: Andrea Roberts, Family Development Specialist





As foster parents you are often put in unfamiliar situations working within the foster care system.  Often times you receive information within this system that may seem confusing.  Every child and case is different and therefore even “seasoned” foster parents may face situations where you don’t know what to do or how to handle it.  Each month I will write about a situation involving a foster parent, and as an agency FamilyCore would like to hear from you, how would you handle this situation if you were this foster parent?  Please respond back to me by phone, (309) 676-2400 x280, or email, � HYPERLINK "mailto:aroberts@familycore.org" ��aroberts@familycore.org�.  The following month I will post the responses and also give you a new scenario to comment on.  





Last month foster parents Mr. & Mrs. Smith were conflicted about the scheduled ACR (administrative case review) for the child placed in their home...........below are some suggestions from other foster parents & FamilyCore staff:





Take time off work to attend the ACR





If you can’t go to the review request a copy of the service plan from the caseworker ahead of time in case you have any questions or concerns





As a foster parent you can request to attend the ACR over the phone 





Here is the new scenario:





A foster mom is at Wal-Mart shopping with her two biological children and her foster son.  The foster child is eight years old and he has been placed in the foster home for approximately nine months.  As the foster mom is shopping her foster son grabs her arm as she hears a women yell “come here and see me”.  The foster mother quickly realizes that this woman is the biological mother of her foster son.  The foster mother knows that this biological mother is an unfit parent, which is why her foster son goes to FamilyCore every week for a supervised visit.  Due to the fact that visits are at FamilyCore the foster mother has never met or interacted with this biological parent previous to this.  The foster parent is not sure how to handle this situation and does not know what the guidelines are for allowing contact between her foster son and his mother.     What would you do?   








�    





FamilyCore Support Group


       Topic: Annual Christmas Party


       Thursday, December 8, 6:00-8:00 p.m.


       FamilyCore


       330 SW Washington, Peoria


       Please RSVP to Andrea, Morgan or Tina at 676-2400





       We will be doing crafts and have a visit from Santa.  


       Food is provided, but you need to bring a small gift 


       For each child who will visit with Santa.





DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)


      Mondays, December 5 and 12, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register          





Youth Services Network Panel- Understanding the Court Process and Having Your Voice Heard     


      Thursday, Decmber 8, 6:30-8:00 p.m.


      Forrest Hill United Methodist Church


      706 E. Forrest Hill Avenue, Peoria


      Call Elizabeth at 671-7919 to register





Please remember that 16 hours of training is required for renewal.  It is your responsibility to attain these hours.  








UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS
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Holiday greetings: 





As I reflect over the past year, I am truly impressed and inspired by the dedication and love you have given to our children in care. I know that it has not always been easy, and it has not always been fair, but you persevered anyway and did not let our children down. During this holiday season, when the importance of family is even more intensified than usual, your gift of love is more valuable than anything the children may find under the tree. I, and all the staff here FamilyCore, thank you for all you have given and will give, and wish you a warm, safe, and happy holiday season.





Doug Allan, CEO
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