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IMPORTANT

NUMBERS

Adoption Preservation

     1-800-671-0300

Child Care Connection

     1-800-421-4371

Crisis Intervention

     1-800-345-9049

DCFS Advocacy Office

     1-800-232-3798

DCFS Hotline

     (Child Abuse/Neglect)    

      1-800-252-2873 

DCFS Training

      1-877-800-3393

DCFS Youth Hotline

     1-800-232-3798

FamilyCore

     309-676-2400

Inspector General’s Office

     (Foster Parent Hotline)

     1-800-722-9124

Missing Kids Unit Hotline

     1-866-503-0184
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Upcoming Training Events

Counseling & Family Services Support Group

       Tuesday, May 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

       Annual Appreciation Picnic at Detweiler Park
       Call Theresa Klein at 923-8941 to RSVP       

DCFS Training – Module 4 Sexual Development of       
      Children and Responding to Sexual Abuse (9 hours)

      Thursdays, April 22, 29 and May 5, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Proctor Hospital-Professional Building Classroom 3
      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)
      Mondays, June 7 and 14, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Lutheran Social Services
      3000 West Rohmann, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

Adoptive Families Together-Relationship Enhancement

      Retreat  (14 hours)

      April 30-May 2, 2010

      Country Inn and Suites, Galena, Illinois
     Retreats are free and open to couples who have adopted,                    

      taken guardianship or are working towards adoption or 
      guardianship of a foster child.  
      Relationship Enhancement Retreats are interactive and 
      cover topics such as: Communication, Commitment, 
      Friendship, Expectations and Conflict Resolution.

      For more information, please call Ann Seigel at 


	
	


    











National Adoption Awareness Month


Submitted by Tina Frier





November is National Adoption Awareness Month.  It is the idea of community that is behind National Adoption Month.  The month is set aside to address specific issues and to raise awareness about the adoption of children and youth.  It is a time to celebrate those who are a part of the process and to encourage everyone to get involved in some way. 





FamilyCore, formerly known as Counseling & Family Services, has been involved in adoptions for most of it’s history.  FamilyCore now does foreign and domestic adoptions, as well as adoptions through foster care conversions. 





Many staff at FamilyCore have had personal experiences with adoption.  One staff member, Jill Helms, volunteered to share her story.





Adopted at birth in a time when every aspect of adoption was kept quiet, Ms. Helms today feels openness is important.  Ms. Helms was told she was adopted before entering the fifth grade, but found the whole situation confusing.  The children in her class were cruel and made fun of her because she did not have “real” parents.  Her earliest memories of being adopted were the mean and hateful children.  





After giving birth to her daughter and experiencing overwhelming feelings of love and protectiveness, Ms. Helms decided it was time to find out why she was given up for adoption.  Ms. Helms’ adoption was handled by a lawyer who was a family member, allowing Ms. Helms access to more background information about her birth mother than is normal.  Ms. Helms searched out her birth mother and met not only her birth mother, but extended family.  Ms. Helms discovered that she has a sister in the process.  Ms. Helms spent some time getting to know her biological family, but does not maintain contact with them.  Ms. Helms stated that she now knows her biological ties, but does not feel the need to be a part of them.  Ms. Helms stated that she knows where they are if she needs to contact them for medical history information.





Throughout the search process Ms. Helms stated that her adoptive parents were supportive of her interest and understood her need to find out why she was given up for adoption.  Ms. Helms stated that her adoptive parents were involved in the process because they had to get the adoption papers for her to have the background information on her biological parents.  Ms. Helms felt strongly during her search and subsequent meetings that her adoptive parents are her parents.  





When asked if her adoptive history influenced her decision to work as an adoption worker, Ms. Helms responded that she has always known she wanted to work with children, just not in what capacity.  A pay level issue at the time she finished her college degree lead her to her current position.  





(Continued on page 2) 
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FamilyCore Support Group


       Topic: Car Seat Safety


       Thursday, November 10, 6:00-8:00 p.m.


       NOTE DATE CHANGE


       FamilyCore


       330 SW Washington, Peoria


       Please RSVP to Andrea, Morgan or Tina at 676-2400


       Child Care Available


       Main dish provided, bring a dish to share





FamilyCore -CPR/AED/First Aid/Medications


       Saturday, November 12, 9:00 a.m. -1:00 p.m.


       FamilyCore


       330 SW Washington, Peoria


       Please RSVP to Andrea, Tina or Morgan at 676-2400





DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)


      Mondays, December 5 and 12, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register          





DCFS Training – Transcultural Parenting (9 hours)


      Saturday, November 5, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 and 


      1:00-4:00 p.m. and Saturday, November 12, 9:00-12:00


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register





Youth Services Network Panel-Drugs, Alcohol, and Youth: What You Need to Know


      Thursday, October 13, 6:30-8:00 p.m.


      Forrest Hill United Methodist Church


      706 E. Forrest Hill Avenue, Peoria


      Call Elizabeth at 671-7919 to register





Family Matters-“Positive Behavior Interventions and IDEA: New Opportunities for Teaching and Learning”


      Monday, November 28, 2011, 5:30-8:30


      Advocates for Access CIL


      4450 N. Prospect Road, Suite 8, Peoria Heights


      Call 866-436-7842, ext. 107 to register, please register by


      11/21/11.





Please remember that 16 hours of training is required for renewal.  It is your responsibility to attain these hours.  








UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS
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Adoption Awareness continued.





Ms. Helms stated that today adoption is viewed differently; it is more accepted and something to be proud of.  Adoption is always a choice, whether it is private or through foster care conversion.  People are “choosing” to make a child a part of their family.  Ms. Helm’s noted that with the openness of today’s adoption early disclosure about a child’s adoption history helps adoptive parents avoid some of the issues of mistrust.  





The practice of adoption has been around since the beginning of recorded history.  Adoption practices have changed with the times.  Community support makes it possible to have positive outcomes for both the adoptive parent and child.  








What would you do?


Written by: Andrea Roberts, Family Development Specialist





As foster parents you are often put in unfamiliar situations working within the foster care system.  Often times you receive information within this system that may seem confusing.  Every child and case is different and therefore even “seasoned” foster parents may face situations where you don’t know what to do or how to handle it.  





Each month I will write about a situation involving a foster parent, and as an agency FamilyCore would like to hear from you, how would you handle this situation if you were this foster parent?  Please respond back to me through phone, (309)676-2400x280, or email, � HYPERLINK "mailto:aroberts@familycore.org" ��aroberts@familycore.org�.  The following month I will post the responses and also give you a new scenario to comment on.  If you would like your response to be anonymous when posted in the newsletter just let me know.    





A newly licensed foster home, Mr. & Mrs. Smith, had a child placed into their home about six months ago.  The child has two siblings that are placed in a different traditional home and both homes work closely with one another to maintain sibling contact.   The Smith’s receive notice in the mail from the Department of Children and Family Services that an Administrative Case Review has been scheduled for the following week.  Mrs. Smith calls the caseworker about this review and the caseworker tells her that there is no need for the Smith’s to be present at the review.  Both Mr. and Mrs. Smith work first shift and therefore will be working during the review.  The Smith’s remember that while taking PRIDE class that the instructor talked about the importance of case reviews and that foster parents should make every effort to attend.  Therefore, the Smith’s feel conflicted about what their role is in this review and whether or not they need to attend.                 
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