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IMPORTANT

NUMBERS

Adoption Preservation

     1-800-671-0300

Child Care Connection

     1-800-421-4371

Crisis Intervention

     1-800-345-9049

DCFS Advocacy Office

     1-800-232-3798

DCFS Hotline

     (Child Abuse/Neglect)    

      1-800-252-2873 

DCFS Training

      1-877-800-3393

DCFS Youth Hotline

     1-800-232-3798

FamilyCore

     309-676-2400

Inspector General’s Office

     (Foster Parent Hotline)

     1-800-722-9124

Missing Kids Unit Hotline

     1-866-503-0184
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Upcoming Training Events

Counseling & Family Services Support Group

       Tuesday, May 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

       Annual Appreciation Picnic at Detweiler Park
       Call Theresa Klein at 923-8941 to RSVP       

DCFS Training – Module 4 Sexual Development of       
      Children and Responding to Sexual Abuse (9 hours)

      Thursdays, April 22, 29 and May 5, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Proctor Hospital-Professional Building Classroom 3
      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)
      Mondays, June 7 and 14, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Lutheran Social Services
      3000 West Rohmann, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

Adoptive Families Together-Relationship Enhancement

      Retreat  (14 hours)

      April 30-May 2, 2010

      Country Inn and Suites, Galena, Illinois
     Retreats are free and open to couples who have adopted,                    

      taken guardianship or are working towards adoption or 
      guardianship of a foster child.  
      Relationship Enhancement Retreats are interactive and 
      cover topics such as: Communication, Commitment, 
      Friendship, Expectations and Conflict Resolution.

      For more information, please call Ann Seigel at 
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A Conversation with Emily McGhee, Program Director


                             Submitted by Tina Frier








With the site visit for accreditation fast approaching a conversation with Emily McGhee, program director, seems in order.  An agency self study was completed and submitted.  A site visit will be arranged for the early part of October.  This is a process involving not only management, but foster parents and all staff.   





What is COA?


Emily:  COA is an acronym for Council of Accreditation.  Accreditation is a process where peers from other agencies evaluate FamilyCore’s program and services based on standards you must meet.  The Council on Accreditation has basic standards which provide the format for delivering casework management services.  If an agency can meet these standards they will be accredited or in FamilyCore’s case re-accredited.  Accreditation is a seal of approval; it shows you are a step above the rest.  





Why is COA Important?  


Emily:  Because of what accreditation says.  It says we are doing the job and doing it right.  It says we are providing the best possible services for a child in care.  COA standards validate what we are doing. 





What should foster parents know about COA? 


Emily:  Foster parents are an integral part of the process.  On site reviewers will talk to foster parents covering such topics as what type of support system is in place, are foster parents familiar with who to contact when they are in crisis, and whether or not foster parents can communicate with case managers and management.  Other areas of discussion include how foster parents feel they are perceived in the community and how they promote foster care.  





What is FamilyCore doing to prepare?


Emily:  We are reviewing the standards, which outline requirements, and making sure we are proficient.  Training for staff and foster parents alike is an area we have been deficient in.  FamilyCore is now offering Essential Learning to staff and hope to have it available to foster parents in the near future.  Essential Learning is training topics a foster parent would do online and receive training credit for.  





What should foster parents do to prepare?


Emily:  Selected foster parents are interviewed by COA representatives.  It is important that foster parents are familiar with terminology and licensing standards.  Foster parents also need to familiarize themselves with FamilyCore’s Implementation Plan.  
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FamilyCore Support Group


       Topic: Car Seat Safety


       Tuesday, September 13, 6:00-8:00 p.m.


       NOTE DATE CHANGE


       FamilyCore


       330 SW Washington, Peoria


       Please RSVP to Andrea, Morgan or Tina at 676-2400


       Child Care Available


       Main dish provided, bring a dish to share





DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)


      Mondays, September 19 & 26, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register





DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)


      Mondays, October 27 and November 3, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register          





DCFS Training – Module 12 Understanding and Promoting Pre-Teen and Teen Development (6 hours)


      Saturday, September 24, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 and 


      1:00-4:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register





DCFS Training – Child Trauma (4 hours)


      Saturday, October 8, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register





Youth Services Network Panel-Starting the School Year Right:  Helping Kids Succeed in School


      Thursday, September 8, 6:30-8:00 p.m.


      Forrest Hill United Methodist Church


      706 E. Forrest Hill Avenue, Peoria


      Call Elizabeth at 671-7919 to register





Family Matters-Understanding Learning Disabilities: How Difficult Can This Be?


      Wednesday, September 21, 2011, 5:30-8:30


      Elmwood High School Auditorium


      301 W. Butternut, Elmwood


      Call 866-436-7842, ext. 107to register





Please remember that 16 hours of training is required for renewal.  It is your responsibility to attain these hours.  








UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS





Documents Required for Enrollment





DCFS Office of Education and Transition Services recently made an announcement that a survey has shown that there is confusion in the field about what documentation is required for school enrollment. This information is intended to ensure that all children are enrolled within 2 to 5 days of entering DCFS custody or moving to a new school or district.   





Documents Required for Enrollment:


Copy of DCFS Placement Form (CFS 906)


ISBE Student Transfer Form (ISBE 33-78)	


Proof of vaccinations 


       (due October 15, or 30 days from enrollment)


Certified copy of Birth Certificate 


       (due 30 days from enrollment)


Copy (if available) of IEP/IFSP


       (missing IEP copy cannot deny or delay


       enrollment)


Copy of medical card 


       (not required, provide if available)





Kourage Kids


A Special Grief Camp for Kids





It is once again time for Kourage Kids camp, a one-day camp offering support for children who have lost a loved one.  The camp is held October 1, 2011 at Camp Manitoumi in Lowpoint, Illinois.  





Kourage Kids camp is open to children and teens, age 5 through 18.  There is no charge for this camp.  





The registration deadline is September 15, 2011.  If you are interested in sending a child please contact Tina Frier at 676-2400.  





Training Credit Approval Forms





A new Training Credit Approval form has been developed.  If you have copies of the old form, please request the new one.  Effective January 1, 2012 the old form will no longer be accepted.  





Threads, Hope &Love





A new resource for clothing people in need and helping those in crisis, Threads, Hope & Love is located in Washington, Illinois.  





There are several free clothing give aways scheduled each month.  There are no income or residency requirements to receive assistance.  


                  


Contact information for Threads, Hope & Love:


Address:  213 Muller Road


                Washington, IL 


Telephone:  309-303-0205


Email:  threadshopeand love@gmail.com
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