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IMPORTANT

NUMBERS

Adoption Preservation

     1-800-671-0300

Child Care Connection

     1-800-421-4371

Crisis Intervention

     1-800-345-9049

DCFS Advocacy Office

     1-800-232-3798

DCFS Hotline

     (Child Abuse/Neglect)    

      1-800-252-2873 

DCFS Training

      1-877-800-3393

DCFS Youth Hotline

     1-800-232-3798

FamilyCore

     309-676-2400

Inspector General’s Office

     (Foster Parent Hotline)

     1-800-722-9124

Missing Kids Unit Hotline

     1-866-503-0184
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Upcoming Training Events

Counseling & Family Services Support Group

       Tuesday, May 4, 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

       Annual Appreciation Picnic at Detweiler Park
       Call Theresa Klein at 923-8941 to RSVP       

DCFS Training – Module 4 Sexual Development of       
      Children and Responding to Sexual Abuse (9 hours)

      Thursdays, April 22, 29 and May 5, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Proctor Hospital-Professional Building Classroom 3
      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)
      Mondays, June 7 and 14, 6:00-9:00 p.m.

      Lutheran Social Services
      3000 West Rohmann, Peoria

      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register

Adoptive Families Together-Relationship Enhancement

      Retreat  (14 hours)

      April 30-May 2, 2010

      Country Inn and Suites, Galena, Illinois
     Retreats are free and open to couples who have adopted,                    

      taken guardianship or are working towards adoption or 
      guardianship of a foster child.  
      Relationship Enhancement Retreats are interactive and 
      cover topics such as: Communication, Commitment, 
      Friendship, Expectations and Conflict Resolution.

      For more information, please call Ann Seigel at 


	
	


    











Quote of the Month:


  The young always have the same problem - how to rebel and conform at the same time. They have now solved this by defying their parents and copying one another. 


Quentin Crisp
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“THE BEST PLACE TO GROW CHILDREN IS IN FAMILIES”


By Tina Frier





While on a trip to Omaha, Nebraska I saw a billboard with a photo of a family and the caption, “The Best Place to Grow Children is in Families”.  It immediately brought to mind the wonderful families of FamilyCore who are willing to be that family to a child in need.   





2011 was a tough year for many people and there are those who were not sorry to see it end.  However, 2011 also had many positives thanks to FamilyCore foster families and the great working relationship we enjoy.  Some of what made 2011 a tough year was the preparation for accreditation. The accreditation process resulted in staff and foster parents alike discussing what is working and what needs to be improved upon.  These discussions resulted in the formation of ideas about some activities to encourage participation in the foster care process and educate people about their rights and responsibilities.  





The staff at FamilyCore look forward to implementing these ideas and building upon the teamwork relationship which makes it possible to provide children in need the opportunity to be “grown in families.”





Happy New Year to you from the staff of FamilyCore.
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FamilyCore Support Group


       Thursday, January 12, 6:00-8:00 p.m.


       FamilyCore


       330 SW Washington, Peoria





       Child Care Available


       Main dish provided, please bring a dish to share





       Please RSVP to Andrea, Morgan or Tina at 676-2400


     


DCFS Training – Educational Advocacy (6 hours)


      Saturday, February 4, 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register  





DCFS Training – Reunification


      Wednesday, January 25, 6:00-9:00 p.m.


      FamilyCore


      330 SW Washington, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register   





DCFS Training – Attachment and the Teen in Foster Care


      Saturday, February 11, 9:00-12:00 and 1:00-4:00


      Proctor Hospital Professional Building 


      5401 N. Knoxville, Peoria


      Call 1-877-800-3393 to register          


               


Youth Services Network Panel- Interventions with Aggressive Youthr Voice Heard     


      Thursday, Decmber 8, 6:30-8:00 p.m.


      Forrest Hill United Methodist Church


      706 E. Forrest Hill Avenue, Peoria


      Call Elizabeth at 671-7919 to register





Please remember that 16 hours of training is required for renewal.  It is your responsibility to attain these hours.  








UPCOMING TRAINING EVENTS





FamilyCore will be closed on January 16th in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day





What would you do?


Written by: Andrea Roberts, Family Development Specialist





As foster parents you are often put in unfamiliar situations working within the foster care system.  Often times you receive information within this system that may seem confusing.  Every child and case is different and therefore even “seasoned” foster parents may face situations where you don’t know what to do or how to handle it.  Each month I will write about a situation involving a foster parent, and as an agency FamilyCore would like to hear from you, how would you handle this situation if you were this foster parent?  Please respond back to me through phone, 309-676-2400 x280, or email, � HYPERLINK "mailto:aroberts@familycore.org" ��aroberts@familycore.org�.  The following month I will post the responses and also give you a new scenario to comment on.  





Last month a foster mother was in Wal-Mart shopping with her eight year old foster son when they run into the child’s biological mother.  Foster mother had never met the biological mother, but knew she is considered to be “unfit”.  How should the foster mother handle this situation?  Below are some suggestions from other foster parents & FamilyCore:





Foster mother introduces herself to the biological mother using first names only  


Foster mother facilitates a brief conversation having her foster son update his mother on school and how he is doing at the foster home


Foster mother tells the biological mother some positive things about her son and then excuses herself quickly to finish her shopping


If the biological mother starts asking questions about contacting her son through the foster mother the foster mother can refer the parent to the assigned caseworker for a conversation regarding any type of contact and/or visitation 


If the biological parent appears to be under the influence of a substance do not allow any contact and simply walk away


If the biological parent becomes verbally or physically aggressive it is appropriate to seek assistance from the store and then it can be determined if outside assistance from the police is necessary.   





Here is the new scenario:





Foster parents, Mr. and Mrs. Smith, have one child that they adopted through the foster care system.  Currently, the Smith’s also have one foster child placed in their home, a four year old girl.  The Smith’s start to notice that each week after their foster daughter visits her biological father she seems to have a change in behavior.  Normally the young girl is well behaved and quiet.  However, after visits she refuses to listen to the rules of the home and will throw fits in which she screams and cries.  The Smith’s also notice that her behavior changes at day care the day of the visit and sometimes the day after the visit.  The day care reports that she does not listen and appears to become upset very easily.  This did not happen with the first child that was placed in their home and they are not sure what to do. 





 What would you do?   
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